DECLARATION 

Concerning the newly invented 
Art of 

DOVBLE WRITING. 
W herein are expreflcd the reafons of the 

Authors proceedings in procuring a Priviledge for 
the fame: Asalfoof the Time, Manncr,and 
PricCj of the difeovery of the faid 

Arc, and of the InHrumcms 
belonging thereunto. 

For the fatisfa&ion of all that defire to 

be partakers of the great benefit of the fame, 
before they adventure any thing towards 
the reward thereof. 

Wheremto is annexed a cope of an Ordi- 

nance of both Houfes of Parliament , approving the 
feafibihty and great ufe of the [aid invention, and allow - 
ing a Priviledge to the Inventor,f or the foie benefit there - 
of for 14 years, upon the penalty of one hundred pounds . 


h O N D O N, 

Printedby p.L. for R. w. at the Star under Saint 
Veters Church in Cornhtll, 1648 





















A briefe Declaration 
concerning 

DOVBLE WRITING, 
by the Inventor thereof. 

Chiefly to prevent mifunderjlanding of hie 
proceedings in the difcovery of 
the fame. 

a Shal not enlarge upon the pfttills of double 
writing, for every man belt knoweth him- 
felfe Wtot ufc he can make of it, lead I 
thereby feem to praife my fclFe,arrogating 
indeed what I doe not deferve. for to fpeak truth, the 
manifold, univcrfall, and pelpetuall ules of it to the 
Common-wealth, did not at fuft put hae uponthedc- 
fignd, but the fair hint ofthepoifibility offuch'athing, 
which God unejqpe&edly put into ftiy minde, co-ope¬ 
rating with an afredtion chat I have to docforawliac 
new and ttfefull (though by never fo flight means) and 
withaJI hopes to mend rriilie owh fortunes by benefit¬ 
ing aH, rather then prejudicing any, encouraged me to 
take pains (although by the fimplicky of the Infiru- 
nients It doth not appear) about the invention. On the 
A z con- 


contrary, I confctfc,that I rather deferve to be blamed 
oit dulncfle, that it hath coft me any pains at all, to con¬ 
trive fb fimple and plain things as my Ihftrumencsare 
and I hope when ic lhall be difcovcred to better heads 
to be (oon made afliamed by their improvements, that 
\ ha * c d °ne no more unco them. So that according to 
the nature of the thing, I have more reafon to exped 
profit then praife for my reward , and perhaps (ome 
inen have been too apt to believe me herein, thinking 
that my procuring a Paccnt, and deferring thedifeo- 
vtry doe argue an ambition in me, not only of vaft but 
imreafonable defires. 


But I hope to makcfuch men underftand, that neither 
by procuring the Patent, retardingthedifeovery the 
pi ice which J have fet on it, nor by any otherproceed- 
ing, I have expreffed my defires to be unreasonable, no 
more then me fatisfadion of them is like to be vaft. 

For firft, I had (carcc any other courfe to take then 
to procure ai Patent of Priviledge according to the 
Ijivvs: Ppr (hpuld I have given it avyay. for nothing ' 
the thing (as inany others arc) would have been con¬ 
temned as of no ufe, becaufe of no price, and I my fclf. 

Should I have petitioned the State for a rewaid,that: 
courfe would have difjwagcd thebufincfle,forif it be 
ohhe ufe pretended, it is able to reward it felfe,and 

bSS&T tm0nt ° B ' veawa P benefit? But 
ufi ofmi h ’' T Cir cn S a J cmems part, and imminent 
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pany in the City, it is to be feared that after much foli- 
citation, I fhould have begn at lafl anfwered,That fince 
it concerned all Companies as much as any one, unlcl> 
all would joyn,one would donothing,andtomakc all 
ofthemfoto joyn,wasawork beyond my power and 
patience. 

As for particular men , I found then? generally to 
profeffe a willingneffe to contribute, bur many were 
unwilling that others fhould have the Hi me benefit 
with them for nothing: besides, it wasimpoffible for 
me to bring any confidcrable number of them to¬ 
gether, 

I propounded to fbme freinds, to move the State to 
lay an additionall taxe upon writing paper, though 
never fo fmall, and to employ the fame towards the 
advancement of Arts, fomwhat (if they thought fit) 
according to my printed draught thereof, allowing me 
in particular fome finall part of thofe profits, not only 
as a re ward ofmineinvention,but as an engagement to 
labour in the defigne of promoting Arts. But this 
piopofition (being thought too fubje<ft to debates in 
the Houfes, and to crofic too much the nature of the 
times, when men complain enough already of impofi- 
tions) was waved, although, could it have, been pur- 
fued,it had been the moft proper and juft of allotncr. 
For certainly, according to the ufe and expence of pa¬ 
per, the ufe of this invention might beft bemcalured, 
and consequently rewarded,and if men paid a farthing 
extraordinary in two of three quires of paper, for the 
accommodation offuch an Art,, and for the carrying on 
of publike,profitable, and honourable defignes, I con¬ 
ceive it hadbceivrto crying oppreflion, fo that all thefe 
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fcvcrall projections being full of impediments, I was 
forced upon this more common and legall way ofpro^ 
curing a Patent of priviledge for 14 years, 

Tne reajbns why I yet defer the .publication of the 
fecret, having obteined a grant from the State o (Em- 
Ixndy are: 1 Toobtcin Privilcdgesalfofromfomco- 
ther Neighbouring States. 

1 Bccaufe it is unjuft that the burthen of rewarding 

an univcrfall good fhould lie upon the place only where 
i.c was brought forth. * ' 

2 10 make the contributions of each particular man 
lefteconfidcrable. 


3 That I might be relieved from other places in cafe 
the troubles fhould renew in England (which God 
avert) fo as to break my de/igne here. 

4 That I might improve this bleffingand Talent of 
God tothebeft advantage poffible, thereby toeftccft 
other things tending to his glory, and the good of the 
world: being ftill rcfolved not to fail of iny expedi¬ 
tions (that is to fay) never to account upon anv thing 
but what I fhall from time to time fee. 

Secondly, Becaufel had fome other contrivances 
a[1 ding upon the fame principleswith this,which upon 
thc diftoveryof this would have been difeovered alfo. 

Laitly, Becaufc I would take away all occafioni 
which men might have to incur the danger of the pc-’ 
nalty allowed by the Parliament by hindring themfo 
t0C t? C, r at ^ c ^ft l, ntill I could fo provide fojtmyftlfe 
f ^ | ncc( j n i f >t t0 ^ flxtrcamfy rigorous againft any’ 
contumelioufly affront the Authority 

And this later confidcracion (namely the avoyding 

of 
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otalUuhs and vexations from the which clamour and 
tvowblc muft ncccffaiily refledfc upon my felfc) is one 
of the grounds why I accept of this (mall fumme of 
five (hillings prcfcnc payment, and another is, bccaufc 
it may happen (though againft my wilhcs and intcreft) 
that the difeovery may not be made uncill about u 
moneths hence, although , if any reafonable number 
(hall appear, it may be done within lc(fe then three. 
For it can be no difad vantage to me to make alkonvc- 
nienthaftefince after difeovery I am np longer obli¬ 
ged to accept the frnall rate propounded. A third rea- 
fon for the fame is to prevent all crudgings fufpition 
of injury, picking needlefle quarrels, and profecuting 
frivolous faults againft the invention it felfe (whercun- 
totheexaftmgofafull (though juft) price may move 
captious fpirits/pccially at firft,til they have found the 
goodnefsof their lxirgain)fbr in as much as it is impoffi^ 
ble to foretell or divine what each man will approve 
of or. diflike»feeing by daily experience, that all thing* 
(even the beft) are diverily received and accepted by 
diverfe men,fo that there are never or rarely any which 
all men doe like in all points, and that in the highieft 
degree, wee may not cxpe&fuch perfections in this 
buftnerte. Onely we prefume chat thofe yrho fhall be 
moft froward and exceptions againft the mvention,and 
(hall have leaft need or it, cannot thinkc five (hillings 
ill beftowed on fo rare an attempt. For if a man can in 
a fmaU time learn for to-write as faft and as fair by this 
double, as by the ufuall way, all men allow that it may 
in the 14 years (which is theteaim of my priviledge) 
fave fome hundreds of pounds to fome men, and excee¬ 
dingly more then five (billings toany; mam Wow a* to 
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thcmattcroi faftncffe and difpatch, tlay, tha; about 
20 pcrfons of fuch credit, worth, and judgcmcnt(moft 
of them Grangers to me) have fo impartially attefted 
how I have written by the help of tnis art, double to 
other fwift and expedite writers, that the great Coun¬ 
cell of this Kingdom have acquictfed in thdr Certifi¬ 
cates. As for the fairneffe, many hundreds in this City 
and elfewhcrc have feen the fairneffe of my writings 
made by it,incomparifon with what I can do other- 
wife, and all men (nm'tnt centradicme) teft fatisfied 
in its fufficiencie. 

Having thus clecrcd thefe two points by experi¬ 
ment to the fcnfcSjit rcmaincthtoconfiderwhctherany 
ananmaypra&iccthis Art according to my propofals, 
to which, all that I can poffibly fay is, that I die! it my 
felfeat the very firft fight and handling of the Inftru- 
ment, having never the reputation of more thenan or¬ 
dinary dexterky of hand, common to all men that are 
familiar with the pen * fo that if a man fhould not doe 
according to my laid propofuions, I fhould more won¬ 
der then I can now diffidc* And I believe that I might 
have feta longer time for the learning of this Art, but 
mould 1 havedone it, men may take Juft diftafte at me, 
lor undervaluing their abilities fo faras nor tothinke 
them able to attain in an houres ferious endeavour 
what I my fclfe did at the firft aftay. But fuppoft* that 
i onic men could not doe according to thefe propofiti- 
ons, ccitainly thofc aremoft likely to fail, whoarc 
can uledand able to write, and con fcqucntly fuch as 
have icaftnecd ofthc invention. 3 

Suppofe nonccouid doit within the time allot:tcd,but 
fhould cither write not fo fair, or not fofaft, or neither 

fo 


fo fairfior fo foft. Firft,thoughnot To fcir, the inconvenience 
is no morecflentiall to a mansbufineffe, then <to write a few 
dayes longer with ahmd pen, or other unfit tools. Secondly, 
though not fofaft-, nay, but with halfc the promifed advan¬ 
tage, ftill I fay that in much writing the advantage 'would be 
great. Laftly, though neither To faitnor fo fair, I affirm, that 
yet the defers cannot be fo great as to weigh down the com* 
moditics , even then, befidcs that 1 thole . defeats may be 
made up with a little longer times prawHcc*$uppofe,again,that 
a very long timewere requifite to reduce thfc hand to the lame 
quickneffc and iiiltneife in this as in thccommon way,yet chil¬ 
dren might be conveniently brought up to it, and others may 
better fwallow this difficulty thenthat of Short writing and 
the like. ' 

Laftly, fuppofc that it was for ever impoffiblc. fslevcrcbs- 
leBe it cannot be fuppofedbut cliat a man who can write other- 
wife very fair, may write by this Inftrutnent as fairas is need- 
full to any bufindfe whatfoever. Andif there be' an^ writing 
which requireth a greater beauty then the Inftrumcnt is able 
to afford, yttthey are very few, and perhaps fiich as heed no 
copying at all, now to write fuch things by thecommon way, 
will be neither a great nor f requent labour, as for fwiftncfTcic 
cannevercomcbehindethe ordinary way, efpecially if a little 
of thefatmeffebc difpenced withall,and very lictle otherwife. 

Now if all thde conceits were any more the* meer fuppo- 
fitions, yetthere will be fHU found conveniences in this Art 
above what are in the common way, to repair its inconveni¬ 
ences, namely, the likendll* of the copies, whereby the labour 
ofexamination (no fmallmatter in many cafes) is faved * and 
the danger of falfification either prevented or difeovered.,Be- 
fidesmany impediments maybe lcftned by the alteration of 
many indifferentcircumftanccs, about: writing-books and pa¬ 
per now ufuall,as to w rite in books that open welland cafily, 
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lather in thofe whole bads are ftubborn and ftifF bound to 
write in folio rather then in fmalier folds, in (ingle paper ra¬ 
ther then in much doubled and boyftcqpus, with all which 
particulars this Art will fufficiently confift topraftifosnot 
monftroufly unhandy* , 

LaUiy, other ingenious men may, and certainly will.(bon 
mend any thing that (hall be found amide, as to any mans par¬ 
ticular uic, for mine own part Khali never be wanting there¬ 
unto, and could at prefent alter the inftrument in fcverall par¬ 
ticulars, did I not tear that in making them more fit for one 
mans ufc, they would be leffe fit for anothers > But ifany man 
toll confideratcly better the bufineffe, I (hall be willing to 
gratifie him proportiouably, to wlu: A my felfc toll gain by 
it, and that by fuch a reafonablc way as I fliall hercaftee&UM« 
particularly propound. 

Wc come to explain our fclves in fomc other Circumftah- 
ces, find,concerning the manner of difcovering the An,when 
the time (hall come* which toll be thi$:v;z, I will fome fpace 
before hand appoint a convenient place where all contribu¬ 
tes toll receive a printed paper, at large defcribing both by 
vyords and figures, the fabrike, ufe and application of all and 
each pari: ofthe Inftrument, and fuch as have paid for lnftru- 
mencs {hall there receive them, and there will I alfo give* 
\ixeks conftant attendee torefolveall difficulties arifeg to 
the lefle nimble appreheidions in the pradice of the Art. 

Now, as<for fccurity, tot it (halt be fo difeovered according 
to promde, I have taken care, That (in cafeof hidden deatif" 
or any like accident wbichmay hcftU me;) all impediment^ 
thcreo tmy be removed, by depofitingin the hands,of trufty 
and able fronds an Inftrument exa <ftly fitted j,wifha punduau- 
and clear edeription of the ufes and applications thereof. Or 
if any very fctujnilous p«rfonfl»)l happen to dream ofanv 
ground of fufpition. why l flwukl 0 f piirjjofe: aot difeover 


it, or can imagine, ^hcrear.d how I can protcft my ftlft from 
she difcrcdit, the lofie ofall Future fruits of ipy Priviledge, and 
the fuits of every contributor againftme (which muft attend 
fo unworthy a piece of (oily) he (hall have fecurity for his 
live (hillings in that behalfe. 

As for the price of the Inftruments (which men that defire 
to have them, arc to depofite above the five (hillings) it is two 
(hillings fix pence, namely, for thofc which I conceive to be 
of moft general land common ufe, which if I can between 
this and the time of difeovery, better and improve, itlhalljbc 
done at mine own charges, although they mould grow dearer 
thereby, fo as (if they become cheaper by my improvement) 
Ionian will think himielfe wronged if I make no retribution 
out of the (aid price. 

As for the Inftruments of multiple writing, I would not 
have them expededjbecaufetheir ufe is not generally need- 
full, and incomparably more hard then of thole for double 
onelvr Wherefore I have thought it rather fit to relervethcm 
for the peculiar ufe offome , who for want of better employ¬ 
ment, may make a trade of that practice. ; r 

Toeoncludeall, I lhall be afliamed of nay judgement rather 
thcnmyhonefty, if (auheworft) the difeovery ofa thing fo 
rare 5 uilheardof 5 thoughc by many at firft hearing to be impof- 
fihle, fo n^etfatVy and almoft of houircly ufe tomoft men in 
th$ whole world, as well to thofe that live in this prefent age, 
as to thofe that (hall ever live after us, with 14 years licencet6 
reap the benefit of die lame, be not well worth five (hillings. 
In all which time if it may £ vc the writing of ten (beets oncly, 
the Contribute^ cjuibcno talers by the bargain; For mine 
own part, l do not doubv but that thoufinds will receive in 
that time a thoufand fold profit for their adventure, and have 
great caufe to thank God that he hath given gifts untomcn. 

Sixto 


Sexto Martii, 1647. 

An Or din am of the Lords and Commons ajfembled in Portia^ 
went jo enable the Commifsiomrs of the Great Seal f to grant his 
Majeflies Letters Patents to William Petty or to his Jfsignes } for 
hi< having and quiet enjoying the foie benefit of his late Inventi¬ 
on of Double and Multiple Writing for the term of 14 yeares 
according to the Provifo of the Statute of the 11 yeare of Kin? 
f A M H S in that behalf made . * 


T t.' <B 3 Lo$p anb Commons affembkb tit $arttamenr, batting bv feteralt 
Cettiftcats fromcvcotbic roeuweiteb full fatinfaetton, notoiiclv oftli 
fc ifUuluv of a late inte’iition of Double attoittntttplc tojitina.fouubout attD 
Difto'brrcn bf tbc inbuilt v of William Petty ,3110 bv bun matt ftartirabte tv In* 
tfrummts, nntjmcauuof fcterall natures atibfaiteoiis, but alio of tbc gjeat ufe 
auD p*o|lt tobteb wav KDoimtt to t!>c Commonwealth in gcuerall, anb cfpcctals 
ivtotbofc tobobate* nm,u mbficquent ufc of tojitmg, anb bung bcficousto 
enct wage uotonivtlje pains anb labour of William Petty, but alfo of all others 
that (ball bcnbtbcirtbougU-* totijefearebof fuel) fecrctsas (ball be piofUabl* 
to tbeComnouWeal-b, boe Attain, ftnbbeit©jterebai.b©ibaiucb bvtl* 
ito?bo ant) Common* in parliament, that tbe to William iMty, (ball bate 
tb« foie benefit of bio to intention* to bim 0* bio adgnes. foi anb tettinatte 
tct.nof 14 vearo,either bvtcaebuig, 01 otbtttnife btfcotertogtbtfame, oibv 
tb« Cale ol Curb 3!nft wmento ao are ufefull to tbc pettier of tbe faito Mtt * tote* 
btblftnia mftrtrtlv fojbibbing all oj an* petton 0? perfotts tebatfoeter foVanb 

buurgtiKtotcunc, tl)cfaleo?ufeof anvof tbe to^nOttiment oi^tifttu 
intnto, o> tee of tie to »tt uponanv otbet 3Rfttumeni0(Jt being an fade 

matter to abbe unto, 01 otbertoife to alter tbefe, tobtefi arealrMbv ctmtntebbv 
tbe to William Petty) tbttboutttelieenfi cf blmtteto3lntento?, oyHo'Sl 

flguro, \s\ym tl>c pctialt V ofabu»&*c& potinb, to befool ten toMootitefc ufc 
,fo»atocb as ittoitt be tervbiffitult to mfcobetanv fnd) telinqwws 
^ubitisrurtb'erpjbaincb, Cbat Oliver saWJohn©fqutfe, wildatefliffl 
^oticutu ©erctal! tw pjepave alWIto beflgtieb bp tbe Ctet*s of mb. 

,fe>of ^adumcvt,MntftRbigbio ^aieftieo ©janttp WilliamPeti^tfdiTftff 

PKfit ol tbcto$rtaf?yjbmglv« 1 * 

IJnBtfr CotmiirtflwttsM ttegwat fttal arc hrobp mprfrtb upon DUrtw 
of the talj Will fopicpavtP ni.ofl@itbbp t&c ft oSmm gfcucritl, m Ctcrba 
cf bo^@ uCm oS fttutatmt iiiutbt Cbanctt»,ton|alt« thrir Scrctptnunto 
4 ib 10 Ojiic ii)c f aim; to tljt mb tbe fcSb Will map 6c fu?tl)i»itb cn&olto unwt 
Hjcawftral. ®n»tWo«>i»baiicco> «* ©upfttat* tbcWof (^alliHiifflii- 
cut )»airai t, astoclltotht(»lb ftoheito; «£!«.-»’!anbClettaof bothWou» 
fesof huUimtut,aototbcfaib Cotumifflotictpanb ebtipof tlicmfojtlictt. 

tn« liavcif , anb padtng the fatb grant uiibet Hjo h(» B ct«t ®t#t, anb a«b to all 

anb tojipH> ficci ofthefatbgtcat®;al. , auoanotoon 

John Brown Cltr.P,irli.tmcnt. H.Blfyng Cler.V4rl.Dm.Com. 


